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Jamshid Sedaghatnejad is a researcher in the field of Manuscript Research, rewriting, and
adaptation of epic texts in the contemporary period, who has been able to present numerous prose
works influenced by the Shahnameh and other fictional epics. Although most of Sedaghatnejad’s
works are in the shadow of the plot of the prominent texts, some of them are sometimes elevated
to the level of authorship due to the invention of new themes and motifs. Meanwhile, Yatim-
Nameh, which has been immortalized in Iran mostly under the title of the Story of Hossein Kurd
Shabestari, is one of the most famous prose epics of late Persian literature, and Sedaghatnejad,
thanks to his creative mind and following Yatim-Nameh, has succeeded in composing another
prose counterpart to it in 1383, centered on the personality of Mir Bagher, under the title “Jahan
Palavan Mir Bagher Hakim, Tahamtan e Dowran”. The author, while benefiting from numerous
historical sources and travelogues, has attempted to recreate the personality of Mir Bagher Hakim,
relatively separate from the image presented in the Yatim-Nameh, in a circular narrative flow and
through epic and romantic events, within the time frame of the Safavid era, and then, through
the moral and Ayyari teachings, to reveal the identity of Mir Bagher Hakim from the status of a
medicine man to a hero. The story of Mir Bagher Hakim is in the group of contemporary stories
in which the author was able to, in addition to reviving the epic tradition and ideals of chivalry in
the form of original content, also to some extent incorporate the characteristics of contemporary
novels into the story elements of the work. According to the complete paucity of research on this
subject, the present article has attempted, using an inductive method, to introduce the narrative
of “Jahan Palavan Mir Bagher Hakim, Tahamtan e Dowran” for the first time and to criticize its
notable points.
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Introduction

Adaptation, as one of the most significant fields of study in the history of Persian literature, has always played a key role
in the continuity and evolution of narrative storytelling. This process has not only persisted in the contemporary era but has
also taken on a fresh dimension through the expansion of scope and diversity of works. Persian fictional literature, owing
to its rich heritage, has consistently served as a source of inspiration for authors, with this influence occurring sometimes
directly and sometimes indirectly. Among these, some writers have succeeded in transcending mere rewriting to achieve
creative recreation. Jamsid Sedaqat-nezad is one such author who, through his mastery of heroic and historical texts, has
elevated adaptation to a creative level. His work, titled Jahan-pahlavan Mir-Bager Hakim Tahamtan-e dowran, is a prominent
example of this approach; it is shaped based on the epic of Yatim-nama but has been independently recreated. While reviving
ancient narrative heritage, this work strives to make it intelligible and engaging for the contemporary audience. The primary
problem of the present research is to examine the nature of this adaptation and the extent of Sedaqat-nezad’s innovation in
recreating the narrative of Mir-Bager. In contemporary literature, most adaptations are drawn from famous texts such as
the Sah-nama or the Matnawi, but Sedaqat-nezad has chosen a different path by selecting the Yatim-nama—a relatively
overlooked text. This choice, along with structural and thematic changes, provides a basis for a more detailed analysis of
his method of recreation. The research aims to introduce this narrative, analyze the quality of the adaptation, and evaluate
its outstanding characteristics.

Method

This research has been conducted using a content analysis approach and an inductive method. In this method, the story
of Mir-Bager Hakim was first examined as a contemporary work and then analyzed in comparison with the source text,
namely the Yatim-nama. The primary focus of the study was on two axes: structure and content, aiming to extract points
of distinction, innovations, and strengths and weaknesses of the work. In the structural section, elements such as plot,
characterization, time and setting, language, and narrative technique were examined. Furthermore, causal relationships, the
type of narrative (linear or circular), and the degree of suspense were considered. In the thematic section, motifs such as
javanmardi (chivalry), pahlavani (heroism), ‘ayyari, and religious and social concepts, along with their representation, were
analyzed. The procedure involved first identifying the characteristics of the Yatim-nama as the traditional model and then
evaluating the modifications applied in Sedaqat-nezad’s narrative. This comparison allowed for an assessment of the new
work’s degree of independence and its distance from the source text. Additionally, for a more precise explanation, numerous

textual evidences were utilized to ensure the analyses remain documented and reliable.

Results

The findings indicate that the narrative of Mir-Bager Hakim possesses significant structural and thematic differences
compared to the Yatim-nama. Structurally, the story features a circular plot covering the protagonist’s entire life, from
childhood to old age, while the events are narrated chronologically. The core elements of the story—inciting incident,
conflict, climax, and resolution—are observed, yet the degree of suspense is relatively low due to the reduction of subplots
and supernatural elements. Characterization in this work is predominantly typical and static; the protagonist (Mir-Bager) is
an idealized, flawless character and consistently serves as a symbol of chivalry and self-sacrifice. Conversely, negative or
gray characters are present, but they often undergo a transformation or eventually join the hero. The number of characters
is fewer than in the Yatim-nama, with the primary focus remaining on the protagonist. Linguistically, the work is written in
standard Persian, close to the prose of modern novels, and unlike the Yatim-nama, it lacks linguistic complexities and foreign
loanwords. Furthermore, the element of description is far more prominent in this narrative, including detailed depictions of
settings, characters, and psychological states, indicating the influence of the novelistic style. In the realm of content, the most
significant change is the shift in emphasis from religious themes and sectarian conflicts toward ethical values and chivalry.
While the Yatim-nama emphasizes the struggle against religious adversaries, the new narrative centers on the cultivation
of moral and human virtues. Additionally, concepts such as the homeland and national defense, which were less prominent
in traditional texts, are highlighted in this work. Other findings include the author’s extensive attention to historical and
social details, and even the analysis of political and economic conditions of the Safavid (Safawid) era. Nevertheless, certain
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elements inconsistent with the historical context, such as references to modern scientific concepts, are considered structural
weaknesses of the work.

Conclusions

The research demonstrates that Jamsid Sedaqat-nezad, in the narrative of Mir-Bager Hakim, has succeeded in creating an
independent and noteworthy work through creative adaptation. By preserving the general outline of the Yatim-nama, he has
introduced fundamental changes in structure and content, providing a work suited to the taste of the contemporary audience.
This recreation is considered a successful example of the link between ancient literature and modern narrative. One of the
most important achievements of this work is the revival of the concepts of javanmardi and pahlavani in a new framework.
By focusing on the moral aspects of the characters and presenting an idealized image of the hero, the author has managed to
represent these values in a tangible and comprehensible way for today’s reader. Moreover, the use of simple language and
extensive descriptions has enhanced the work’s appeal and readability. At the same time, certain shortcomings are observed,
including reduced suspense, static characters, and elements discordant with the historical atmosphere. Nonetheless, these
weaknesses are of secondary importance compared to the innovations and achievements of the work. Overall, it can be said
that the narrative of Mir-Bager Hakim is a successful instance of creative adaptation in contemporary Persian literature,
which, while maintaining its bond with tradition, has secured an independent and valuable position through structural and
thematic innovations, providing a suitable ground for rereading ancient texts in a new form.
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