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Introduction

The Shahnamah of Ferdowsi is one of the enduring and valuable literary texts and one of the masterpieces of the world and
the realm of the Persian language. This great work has been able to have a lasting impact on the language and culture of
Iran and the world over time. Given this position, it is necessary to analyze various aspects of Ferdowsi’s speech. One of the
important topics in Ferdowsi’s epic language is the use of words in sentence and language structure, which is of particular
importance in the Shahnameh. Ferdowsi is meticulous and obsessed with the use of word types in the Shahnameh and places
each type of word, such as verb, letter, noun, adverb, adjective and pronoun, in the service of the epic and heroic language,
considering the characteristics of each. One of the types of words is the pronoun, which itself has its own types, and its
general topics have been examined in Persian grammar books and books written about the grammar and structure of the
Shahnameh language.In this study, the various uses of the continuous pronoun “sh”, especially in the verb-contingent state
and the subject role, in Shahnameh, have been investigated with the aim of understanding various views on this matter and

becoming better acquainted with the linguistic, epic, and heroic structure of Shahnameh.

Method

Considering the materials mentioned in the introduction, in this study, using a library and text-oriented method and a
descriptive-analytical method, one of the important types of words, namely “pronoun” in Shahnameh, has been investigated
and analyzed by a case study of the use of the continuous pronoun “sh”, especially in the verb-contingent state. For this
purpose, the story of Siavash was chosen because the story of Siavash is one of the key stories of Shahnameh and a suitable
example for the use of the pronoun and reference in the context of a coherent narrative. At the same time, some other parts,
whose epic and heroic aspects were prominent, have been used to confirm the statement.For this research, the story of
Siavash from the Shahnameh of Khaleghi Motlaq was selected and this issue was investigated using the content analysis
method.

Results

The issue of pronoun usage, especially the continuous pronoun “sh”, is one of the important and influential topics in the
epic and heroic language of Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh. According to the view of most grammarians, there are seven types of
words in Persian: noun, verb, pronoun, adverb, adjective, letter, sound or pseudo-sentence. One of the prominent types of
Persian words is pronoun and it has types, one of which is personal pronouns, which are themselves divided into two groups:
separate and continuous. Continuous personal pronouns, although they are never used alone and always join the word before
them, may be joined to other words in the language of poetry and rhyme; especially in poetry, where the poet sometimes
changes the order of the sentence due to the necessity of the poem’s meter or for rhetorical purposes.Therefore, accuracy
is essential to understand the role of a word in a sentence. One of the roles that has received less attention is the pronoun
attached to the verb, “sh” in the subject role, and this article examines this issue based on the story of Siavash in Ferdowsi’s
Shahnameh. From examining the poems of Shahnameh and Siavash’s story, we concluded that the pronoun “sh” has various
roles in Siavash’s story, including: an object role, a complement role; an adjunct role, and a subject role. There is not much
difficulty or disagreement about these roles except for the subject role, but when the pronoun “sh” is added to the third
person singular verb and assumes the role of the subject of the sentence, there is disagreement about its role; researchers such
as Khanlari, Abolqasemi, Shafi’i, Mahjoob, and Shamisa consider this “sh” to be a subject. Malak al-Shu’ara Bahar, in his

29 ¢

stylistics, calls it “superfluous” “shin”.Dehkhoda also interprets one of the forms of “sh” when it comes at the end of a past
verb as a subject or an auxiliary. In Siavash’s story, like in other stories in Shahnameh, we encounter this type of connected
pronoun. Some of these cases can be considered as subjects in a definite way, considering the structure of the sentence and
verse and the fact that the object of the sentence is mentioned, but in some of them, there is the possibility of both a subject

and an object role.

Conclusions
The continuous pronoun “sh” in Shahnameh and especially in Siavash’s story has accepted various roles; including: object,
complement, adverb, subject, and sometimes it is also part of a first-person verb. When this pronoun assumes the role of
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object and complement, like in ordinary language, it is often placed after the verb and in the role of adverb, in most cases it
comes after the adverb (noun).Therefore, deviations from the syntactic norm of the language are less noticeable in Siavash’s
story; another controversial point about the continuous pronoun “sh” in this story is the presence of a subject pronoun in
some verses and also the roles of this pronoun in the construction of the first-person verb, which has accepted various
cases according to different first-person verbs; such as: identifier, object, subject, complement, and adjunct. Although some
believe that the continuous pronoun that comes with first-person intransitive verbs is the logical subject of the sentence
and, from a syntactic point of view, the object.Based on the present study on the pronouns used in this story of Siavash
(288 cases), we found that the most frequent use of this pronoun is in the role of an adjunct and the least frequent use is in
the position of a subject pronoun. Of course, it must be said that one of the roles that has received the least attention is the
pronoun attached to the verb “sh”, when it is added to the third person singular verb and used in the role of a subject; some
have doubted its existence or whether it should be called a subject pronoun or a redundant pronoun. In this study, cases were
brought that showed that there is no doubt about the subjectivity of the pronoun and that this pronoun is included in the
sentence with the object or complement and should be considered a subject pronoun.Also, in these cases where the pronoun
“sh” is a subject, the epic aspect of mentioning the pronoun, along with the noun that is the subject and object, carries an
emphasis that has a significant impact on the epic and heroic aspect of the Shahnameh text and the grandeur of the hero and
the hero, and it should not be considered redundant; because, although it seems redundant, it is not redundant in terms of
meaning and rhetoric.
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