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In Linda Hutcheon’s view, adaptation is a creative form of intertextual and intermedial
reproduction and reinterpretation that is concerned not with mere repetition, but with difference
and dialogic exchange between the past and the present. Drawing on Hutcheon’s theory
of adaptation and employing a comparative-discursive approach, this study compares the
reconfiguration of the heroic figure in the youth story "Arash" from the collection A Son with
Two Mothers by Mostafa Khoddami and the play Arash by Bahram Beyzaéi. In contemporary
Iranian literature, various adaptations have been made from the myth of Arash the Archer as a
symbol of national sacrifice. From Tishtar Yasht to the historical accounts of Abu-Rayhan al-
Biruni, the myth of Arash the Archer has continually functioned as a mediator in defining Iran’s
borders; the arrow released from Arash’s bow signifies not only a geographical demarcation
but also the delineation of cultural identity. The selection of these two works is informed by the
distinct sociocultural contexts and historical moments in which they were produced. Khoddami’s
narrative has been included among the selected books for the national reading competition known
as the “Festival of Knowledge and Ability” for lowersecondary students, whereas Beyzaéi’s play
is widely regarded as one of the most influential works in modern Iranian dramatic literature.
The main concern of this research is the transformation of the heroic character in the process
of mythic recreation. From Hutcheon’s perspective, every adaptation implicitly answers four
questions: “what?”, “who and why?”, “how?”, and “where and when?”. Within the framework of
Hutcheon’s fourvariable analytical model and qualitative method, the present research analyzes
and compares the two texts accordingly. The findings suggest that each work offers a distinct
response to the notions of heroism and sacrifice, and that the adaptations do not simply reproduce
the myth of Arash. Rather, they reconstruct the system of heroic values within the cultural and
psychological context of their respective historical periods.
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Introduction

In contemporary literature, the myth of Arash the Archer has moved beyond the hopeful poetic retellings of Siavash Kasraei
(1959) and Mehrdad Avesta (1965) and has been transformed into critical adaptations. This article focuses on two such
critical adaptations: the short story “Arash” from the collection A Son with Two Mothers by Mostafa Khoddami (2020),
and the play Arash by Bahram Beyza¢i (1997). Khoddami’s narrative has been included among the selected books for the
national reading competition known as the “Festival of Knowledge and Ability” for lower secondary students, whereas
Beyzaci’s play is widely regarded as one of the most influential works in modern Iranian dramatic literature. The central
research question is the relationship between the concept of heroism in these reconfigurations of the Arash myth and Linda
Hutcheon’s theory of adaptation. Hutcheon regards adaptation as repetition without replication, rather than as a merely
faithful transfer from one text to another. She considers adaptation on two levels: first, as a “product,” that is, an independent
formal entity that openly reworks a prior text in a new medium; and second, as a “process,” namely the continuous act of
creation, reception, and interpretation. According to Hutcheon (2017), reading an adapted work requires answering four key
questions:

1. who is the adapter and what is the purpose of selecting and recreating the adapted text?
2. what themes and messages are borrowed from the pretext?

3. how does the reader engage with the new adapted work?

4. in what context was the adaptation created, and in what context is it read?

This article seeks, through Hutcheon’s four-variable model and a comparative-discursive method, to examine how the
hero is represented in two contemporary works derived from Arash the Archer, while answering three subsidiary questions:
— What narrative and functional transformations has the heroic figure undergone in these adaptations?
— What are the adapter’s motivations and orientation in selecting and reworking the narratives of the two works?
— How does the narrative system of these two adaptations relate to the components of Hutcheon’s theory, namely the
how, why, and spatiotemporal context of adaptation?
This article is the first study to consider, first, the reproduction of epic concepts in the context of youth literature on
the basis of Hutcheon’s adaptation theory; and second, given that Khoddami’s adapted work belongs to the sphere of the
Sacred Defense, it builds a bridge between ancient literature of resistance and contemporary Iranian literature of resistance.

Method

This is a qualitative study based on a comparative-discursive method. In fact, in addition to comparing each of the two
adapted works with the pretext of the myth of “Arash the Archer”, the two adaptations are also compared with one another.
The analysis of each adaptation was first conducted through a descriptive-analytical approach within the framework of
Hutcheon’s four-variable theory of adaptation, and then the two works were compared discursively in the final table of the
article.

Results

Based on Hutcheon’s four questions, the findings show that in response to the first question, “what?”’, both Khoddami and
Beyzaei have drawn upon the thematic core of the Arash the Archer myth, which is founded on defending the border, self-
sacrifice, and the offering of the individual for the sake of the collective. However, Khodami, by leaving the fate of border
determination after Arash’s death unstated, extends the issue from geographical border tensions to discursive tensions.

By contrast, Beyzaéi, while preserving the defeated condition of Iran and the scene of the arrow being shot from Mount
Alborz, transforms the myth in a parodic manner from an epic event into a meditation on the distribution of power, fear of
responsibility, and the political consumption of the body of the subaltern individual. In relation to the second question, “who
and why?”, the analysis indicates that Khoddami’s motivation is to criticize the hegemony of a one-dimensional religious
discourse and its suspicion toward interdiscursive subjects.

Beyza¢i, on the other hand, as part of a broader project of re-reading Iranian myths, uses Arash as an opportunity to
criticize hero worship, messianic expectations, and humiliating political arrangements, turning his never-descended arrow



@ Journal of Heroic Literature \‘3@

Volume 3, Issue 5, 2025

i f ol o J\

into a metaphor for the endless waiting of a defeated nation. In answer to the third question, “how?”, it may be said that
Khoddami, in addition to polarizing the actions of the characters, makes use of the opposition between names and their
literal meanings as well as hybrid identities—characters who are discursively mixed—to portray interdiscursive conflicts.
In this way, he critiques the hegemony of a one-dimensional religious discourse in appropriating national concepts for its
own purposes. He also uses an structure (a joke-like structure), based on a final twist, to represent the hero’s death as the
death of cosmopolitanism—that is, the sacrifice of the possibility of coexistence among discourses in a monodiscursive
society. Through this strategy, the grandeur of martyrdom is transformed into an ethical and critical question regarding the
criteria of collective judgment. By contrast, Beyzaei, through the use of a recitative structure, poetic language, polyphony,
and the removal of heroic splendor, turns Arash from a hero endowed with supernatural force into an unwilling victim who
is compelled to bear the burden of historical responsibility and never reaches a collective point of redemption. Finally,
with regard to the question of “where and when?”, the results indicate that both adaptations emerged within contexts of
historical and political crisis in Iran, and that these contexts determined their semantic orientation. Khoddami’s story,
situated within the Iran-Iraq War and the religious climate following the Islamic Revolution, criticizes ideological suspicion
and single-dimensional criteria of faith. Beyzaei’s play, written in the 1960s in the shadow of the 1953 coup, Pahlavi
authoritarianism, and the dependency of the clites on the West, transforms the myth of Arash into a mirror reflecting the
condition of a defeated and waiting nation. The distinction between Khoddami’s minimalist, anecdotal style and Beyza¢i’s
poetic, recitative language shows that adaptation, beyond simple retelling of myth, has become a field for negotiation among
religious, national, and critical discourses in contemporary Iranian literature. Overall, in both modern texts, the myth of
Arash shifts from an epic concerned with securing national borders to a means of redefining the concept of heroism. Both
works have recreated myth from a national epic into a modern cultural critique and have redefined Iranian identity within a

socio-political context.

Conclusions

By comparing the representation of Arash as a hero in works from three different periods—ancient, the 1960s, and the
present decade—this article treats adaptation as a dynamic process rather than as a product. Accordingly, it can be argued
that, compared with the past, the role of the intercultural context in the reinterpretation of mythic heroes has become more
prominent in contemporary adaptations, and under the chain of social disappointments, adaptation has increasingly moved

toward parody, anti-messianism, and demythologization.
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